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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Tuesday 6:30  p.m. to Mass

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH

St. Mary’s Elementary School . . .705-445-6132

Our Lady of  the Bay Catholic

High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .705-445-2043

Notre Dame de la Huronie . . . . .705-444-1764

BAPTISMS: Please call the Parish Office.

Every Friday:

HOLY HOUR

7:30 a.m.

Exposition of  the

Blessed Sacrament

The Society of

St. Vincent de Paul

President:

Michael Quinn

Tel: 705-444-0999

ssvpcollingwood.ca

HOLY COMMUNION FOR SICK, SHUT-INS: Holy

Communion is brought regularly to sick and shut-ins. Please notify

the rectory.

MARRIAGES: Couples planning to get married must contact a

priest one year in advance for an appointment. They must also

receive personal preparation for entering marriage. Please do not

book the time and place of  your reception before your appointment

with the priest.

If  either party has gone through any form of  civil or religious

marriage with another person, the priest is not permitted to set a

date for the wedding until the Bishop’s Office has been consulted.

PARISH REGISTRATION: All parishioners should be registered.

Registration cards can be found in the Church foyer or at the parish

office. Would you kindly notify the office when you are moving out

of  the parish.

BULLETIN NOTICES must be received at the parish office by

Tuesday at noon. Announcements will appear for no more than

two weeks, and should contain only pertinent information. Please

be brief.

The Knights of  Columbus 3rd Degree

Grand Knight: Richard Mittermeier

email: gk5793@ontariokofc.ca

Collingwoodknightsofcolumbus.org

The Knights of  Columbus 4th Degree

Faithful Navigator: Domenic Sanfilippo

705-445 7615

63 Elgin Street

Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790

Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org

Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Fr. Charles Forget, Pastor

Jayne Williams,

Office Administrator

St. Mary's Cemetery

401 Raglan St

Business Office: 63 Elgin St

705-445-1790 Ext 2

Catholic Women's League

President: Carol Johns

email: info@collcwl.ca 

647-241-4699

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Affiliated with
Carruthers & Davidson

www.chattersonfuneralhome.com

404 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2M8

Tel 705-445-4700  Fax 705-444-4700

O/b 1728273 Ontario Inc.

Dealers for:
Load Lifter • Hangcha • Skyjack

Large inventory of new &
used forklifts

519-599-5238
Flesherton, ON

www.odonnell-lift.ca

www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated 

Creemore Chapel
182 Mill St.
705-466-2108

Collingwood Chapel
82 Pine St.

705-445-2651

DQ Collingwood

316 Hurontario  705-445-4141

J. Ferraro & Co Ltd.   Quality pays...everydayQuality pays...everyday

PAINTING • COATINGS • RESTORATIONS • SINCE 1972
705-445-8452

john@ferrarocommercialpainting.com
www.ferrarocommercialpainting.com

10 Keith Ave,
Suite 304

705-443-8188
www.drjenniely.com

Kim Dadswell, DD

72 Pine Street Collingwood
705-445-0011  www.dadswelldenture.com

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

855 3rd Ave. E.
519-371-1968

info@cpretirement.ca
www.cpretirement.ca

SPOT

SPOT

Society of Saint Vincent De Paul
Helping Neighbours in Need...since 1833

St Mary's Church, 63 Elgin St,
use rear entrance on Tremont Lane

Foodbank Helpline  705-444-0999
ssvpcollingwood.ca

460 Hume Street, Unit 6
Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1W6   705-444-7997

Treva Sadler, Pharmacist/Owner

647-895-2031   partymamas.ca
49 Huron St, Suite 4

Dr. David Vecchio, DC • Dr. Bernadete Vecchio, DC
272 St. Marie Street  705-446-9690

www.InnerHarmonyChiropractic.com

SPOT

L♥VE WHERE YOU LIVE, LIVE WHERE YOU L♥VE!

KAMINSKI & ASSOCIATES
R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Real Estate  

    www.homesearchcentre.com

Paul Kaminski
                                 B R O K E R

647-712-3321

pkhomes4u@gmail.com

Dominika Kaminski
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N TAT I V E

647-655-9874

212domini.ka@gmail.com

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY BRENT AND RACHEL KELLY

Collingwood • Stayner

Wasaga Beach

SPOT

Proudly serving the community
for 62 years

Jodie Robinson
third-generation owner

705-445-0601
orders@robinsonspaint.ca

Robinson's
Paint &
Wallpaper

Collingwood's Very Own Authentic English Fish & Chips for Over 10 Years
Dine-In or Take Out Service

Great Food, Reasonable Prices, Locally Sourced, Fast & Friendly Service
Parishioners, come & enjoy a delicious traditional

"Fish Friday"
206 Hurontario Street  705-293-7477

Dine In • Take Out • Drive Thru

Large Party Orders

400 First St | 705-445-1931

FINE JAPANESE CUISINE
188 First St • 705-293-1037

www.TheHungrySumo.com

Dine In | Take Out | Catering

Helping clients reach their real estate goals
every day is our passion, since 1985.

When you're ready to buy, sell or lease, so are we.
It's what we do.

705-445-8500 • www.remaxcollingwood.com
Locally Owned • Proudly Canadian • Globally Connected
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Please Pray for the Sick 

 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased 

 
 

 
 

ARE YOUR REGISTERED WITH THE PARISH? 
HAVE YOU MOVED? 

DO WE HAVE YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS 
Please let the office know, as we want to make 

sure that your tax receipt gets to you. 
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
 

St. Mary's School is

CATHOLIC MOM’S GROUP 
 

COFFEE SUNDAY 
 
 

PAG – PREAUTHORIZED GIVING 
 
 

�

�
�
�

JANUARY 11, 2026 
     

Longing for H O M E 
I have recently written about the longing for heaven that should 
permeate the heart, mind, and soul of the Christian, with a full and 
healthy spiritual sense that this world, as God created it, is good 
and that He declared it so repeatedly in the creation texts of the 
Book of Genesis; “And God saw that it was good.” Is the world 
God created still good? Yes, in that the created world is good, but 
fallen and in need of redemption, even though we know the 
Redeemer, Christ, Our Lord, has come. All that God has created 
was fashioned and exists by Him, belongs to Him, and therefore is 
good. “…for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and 
for him.” If we say that our lives don’t belong to us but to God, 
then even while we are fallen sinners, we are still considered the 
‘good’ that He has made, worthy of His forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and redemption through His own divine will.

Yet, while this created world is good and the place where we 
work out our redemption, it is still not our true home.  We know 
this and experience this as we discover that no thing nor person 
can make us happy or satisfy us because there is a God-shaped 
hole in us that can only be filled with God.  All things are loved 
secondarily to the way we should love God, for we are instructed 
by Christ to “…strive first for the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 
well.’  In fact, we love all others, even our enemies, as a rehearsal 
and our desire, so to speak, of our desire to love God.  Jesus told 
us that what we do to others, we do to Him; “just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.” (Matt. 25:40)

We are created with free will, which means the human heart has 
two directions—one that leans toward heaven with hope and 
another that tends to cling to the earth. The latter is always driven 
by fear. We know we won’t live forever on earth, but without 
faith, we still wish to stay here, even though it’s impossible.  That 
is why the Christian views this life as a pilgrimage toward eternal
life, our true home.  “Jesus answered, Those who love me will 
keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to 
them and make our home with them.”  (Jn. 14:23) Jesus is our 
‘home’ away from our true home of heaven.

And since our home is an eternal one, longing for heaven is love, 
not escape from this world.  Desiring heaven is not a rejection of 
the world God has created and placed us in, but deepens, not 
diminishes, our faithfulness to Him here, recognizing that the 
world is not ultimate for us; heaven is, and God is.  Our place in 
time in the world is entrusted to us by God, and therefore, we 
won’t be careless about it, but careful with it.  As The Pilgrim 
Song says, “Man is lonely by birth, man is only a pilgrim on earth,
born to be king, time is but a temporary thing, only on loan while 
on earth.”  This trace of self-perceived loneliness recognizes our 
lack of completeness in this world, even though it is as beautiful 
and good as it may be.  This earthly life journey is not owned by 
us but entrusted to us by God, who is our Home.  Again, our 
longing is not escapism from the world, but love for heaven with 
Jesus forever.

We’ve heard the phrase “heaven can wait” in songs or in attitudes 
that tend to see time on earth as somehow more desirable, 
especially when a lack of longing for Christ in the human heart is 
obvious. However, it can also act as a mask hiding false 
assumptions. As I mentioned in my Christmas homily, Christ 
entered the world through the mystery of the Incarnation – the 
Word became flesh and dwelled among us – to die. That was the 
reason He came and through it, He saved us through His death on 
the Cross. Yet, human death can be viewed as an interruption to 
our plans. Of course, we cannot yet truly know what heaven is 
like or imagine what perfected life could be, so we might be 
tempted to think that the good we perceive in the world is better 
because we have experienced it.  Our relationship with Christ, 
lived out and faithful to Him in this life and in this world, 
becomes the source of our holy longing for Him, where we can 
actually say, “I can’t wait…”.  If we are attached to this life only, 
then fear will lead us to cling to it, and fear never comes from 
God.

While it is true and often spoken that this life is a calling from 
God to a lived relationship with Him, heaven is the fulfillment of 
our belonging to God here. When we long for God and the heaven 
He promises, we come to recognize that we belong to Him, now 
and forever. Because death is a door for the believer, and Christ 
says in John 10:9, “I am the Door,” we pass through that door of 
death and into the full, beautiful, unimaginable presence of Jesus, 
beholding for the first time what we saw “dimly, as through a dark 
glass” in this life through the eyes of faith. 

Living on the earth, as we do and really all we’ve known, we 
come to know in faith where and to Whom we are going.  This is 
why more secularly attuned people may view the faith of 
Christian believers as unrealistic and imagined.  But how can I 
know heaven now that I know Christ?  While heaven is the 
destination and end toward which my life is lived, a ‘place’ is not 
my home but Christ Himself.  To know Jesus is to taste some 
sense of heaven now.  The Church teaches that the Eucharist, the 
Body and Blood of Christ received, is “the foretaste and promise 
of heaven.  We are partaking and participating even now in 
heavenly things, so much so that if we should receive them 
unworthily, it constitutes grave sin on our part.  Why?  Because 
they are real!

While the idea I write about has been on my mind, it largely stems 
from observing two extremes: those who cling to the world and 
wish to postpone thoughts of death, and those who seek to escape 
life’s sadness in hopes of heaven. But our true longing is for a 
relationship, not reward. If we long for connection but do not have 
a relationship with Jesus now, then we are, in a sense, seeking 
something spiritual but as an escape rather than the Person and 
love of Jesus Christ. Therefore, in this God-given life on earth, we 
remain faithful here but are not yet finished here because we 
belong to the Lord and eagerly await our citizenship in heaven.  
Heaven is a place of presence—the Presence of the living God, 
Jesus Christ, whom we have longed to be with forever. So, we are 
patient with life and yearn for closeness with Jesus, now and 
always, lovers on the way to the Beloved.   (Fr. Charles)

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Eliza
Typewritten Text
1 - 1
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