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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

SPOT

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Tuesday 6:30  p.m. to Mass

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH

St. Mary’s Elementary School . . .705-445-6132

Our Lady of  the Bay Catholic

High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .705-445-2043

Notre Dame de la Huronie . . . . .705-444-1764

BAPTISMS: Please call the Parish Office.

Every Friday:

HOLY HOUR

7:30 a.m.

Exposition of  the

Blessed Sacrament

The Society of

St. Vincent de Paul

President:

Michael Quinn

Tel: 705-444-0999

ssvpcollingwood.ca

HOLY COMMUNION FOR SICK, SHUT-INS: Holy

Communion is brought regularly to sick and shut-ins. Please notify

the rectory.

MARRIAGES: Couples planning to get married must contact a

priest one year in advance for an appointment. They must also

receive personal preparation for entering marriage. Please do not

book the time and place of  your reception before your appointment

with the priest.

If  either party has gone through any form of  civil or religious

marriage with another person, the priest is not permitted to set a

date for the wedding until the Bishop’s Office has been consulted.

PARISH REGISTRATION: All parishioners should be registered.

Registration cards can be found in the Church foyer or at the parish

office. Would you kindly notify the office when you are moving out

of  the parish.

BULLETIN NOTICES must be received at the parish office by

Tuesday at noon. Announcements will appear for no more than

two weeks, and should contain only pertinent information. Please

be brief.

The Knights of  Columbus 3rd Degree

Grand Knight: Richard Mittermeier

email: gk5793@ontariokofc.ca

Collingwoodknightsofcolumbus.org

The Knights of  Columbus 4th Degree

Faithful Navigator: Domenic Sanfilippo

705-445 7615

63 Elgin Street

Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790

Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org

Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Fr. Charles Forget, Pastor

Jayne Williams,

Office Administrator

St. Mary's Cemetery

401 Raglan St

Business Office: 63 Elgin St

705-445-1790 Ext 2

Catholic Women's League

President: Carol Johns

email: info@collcwl.ca 

647-241-4699

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Affiliated with
Carruthers & Davidson

www.chattersonfuneralhome.com

404 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2M8

Tel 705-445-4700  Fax 705-444-4700

O/b 1728273 Ontario Inc.

Dealers for:
Load Lifter • Hangcha • Skyjack

Large inventory of new &
used forklifts

519-599-5238
Flesherton, ON

www.odonnell-lift.ca

www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated 

Creemore Chapel
182 Mill St.
705-466-2108

Collingwood Chapel
82 Pine St.

705-445-2651

DQ Collingwood

316 Hurontario  705-445-4141

SPOT

J. Ferraro & Co Ltd.   Quality pays...everydayQuality pays...everyday

PAINTING • COATINGS • RESTORATIONS • SINCE 1972
705-445-8452

john@ferrarocommercialpainting.com
www.ferrarocommercialpainting.com

10 Keith Ave,
Suite 304

705-443-8188
www.drjenniely.com

Kim Dadswell, DD

72 Pine Street Collingwood
705-445-0011  www.dadswelldenture.com

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY BRENT AND RACHEL KELLY

285 First Street, Collingwood

River Bend Plaza, Wasaga Beach

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Free Home Evaluation

KAMINSKI & ASSOCIATES
R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

www.homesearchcentre.com

Paul Kaminski
Sales Representative

pkhomes4u@gmail.com

Dominika Kaminski
Sales Representative

212domini.ka@gmail.com

705-243-1711

647-712-3321
"FROM GEORGIAN BAY TO THE GTA"

iPro Realty Ltd. brokerage

855 3rd Ave. E.
519-371-1968

info@cpretirement.ca
www.cpretirement.ca

SPOT

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

YOUR BUSINESS!

FINE JAPANESE CUISINE
188 First St • 705-293-1037

www.TheHungrySumo.com

Dine In | Take Out | Catering

Society of Saint Vincent De Paul
Helping Neighbours in Need...since 1833

St Mary's Church, 63 Elgin St,
use rear entrance on Tremont Lane

Foodbank Helpline  705-444-0999
ssvpcollingwood.ca

460 Hume Street, Unit 6
Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1W6   705-444-7997

Treva Sadler, Pharmacist/Owner

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
63 Elgin Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790     Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org     Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Contact

Chef Terry for

your wedding or

Prepared Meals

705-994-5894
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9:00 to 10:00am CONFESSION 
6:00 TO 7:00pm CONFESSION 

+
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Please Pray for the Sick 

 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased 
 
 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns                                                       
In Memory of +Helen Adams

 
 

TIP TAP PAY BAR CODE 
 

4TH Sunday of Lent March 30TH, 2025 
This weekend is ShareLife Sunday  
 

LENTEN COLLECTION 

Iodized salt, Cans of meat and fish, soap bars
new socks and shoes The last day for the collection will 
be Palm Sunday. 
 

St. Mary’s CWL Spring Plant Sale

THANK YOU 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 30, 2025 
     

LENT: FIVE EVENINGS OF REFLECTION 
AT ST. MARY’S 

The fourth of five, one-hour Lenten Talks, will be given this 
coming *Thursday in the church at 7:00 pm:  

*Thursday, April 3 - “The Restoring”      
with the final talk on Thursday, April 10 
The talks will be given by Father Charles 

E V O L U T I O N  &  BE A U T Y 
Everything evolves in the natural world and this continuance of 
that which is ever-changing applies to us humans.  We evolve in 

the womb and at birth are born into the 
world as one of its inhabitants, but for a 
time.  Our growth continues and we 
change, mature and at some point, variable 
in each of us, reach a high point of our 
appearance, energy as well as in body and 
mind where changes take place and we 
begin to notice our decline with age.  We 
can even live to a ripe old age but not 
without that real sense that decline is still in 

progression within us.  It’s a sign, I think, that tells us that we’re 
meant to inhabit these bodies but for a time and that we are aging 
creatures.  I’m reminded of comedian Red Skelton who, on his 86th 
birthday said, “I’ve finally reached the age when I can do anything I 
feel like doing.  The problem is, I don’t feel like doing it”.  It is all a 
part of the aging process that is the result of man’s fall from the 
beginning when death came into the world, though it was not part 
of God’s plan.  What was in God’s plan was to offer us a way out of 
death that would make death nothing but a door to be passed 
through into the resplendent heights of heaven!  Jesus’ Death has 
made this possible for Jesus Himself is The Door.  (John 10:9) 
 

The above picture taken of me in my year of ordination, hangs on 
the outside walls surrounding St. Augustine’s Seminary chapel 
along with my classmates of 1993 and the photographs of 
ordained priests as far back as 1911.  (And yes, I had hair.)  First 
year seminarian, Jonathan Harper, who spoke at all of the Masses 
last Sunday on behalf of ShareLife, took a picture of my seminary 
photo and sent it to me last Sunday evening.  While I had not seen 
the photo in many years, it serves as a reminder of what I looked 
like way back when.  Seeing the picture reminded me of my late 
Aunt Mary who had been in a nursing home and wheelchair bound 
for many years with MS.  One time when I was visiting her near 
Christmas, Santa Claus and a young female staff member dressed 
as an elf, visited my aunt at the same time.  As Santa was 
conversing with Aunt Mary, the elf was studying the family 
photographs of my aunt displayed on her wall.  She inquired of my 
aunt who this one particular and stunningly beautiful woman was 
in one of the pictures.  My aunt said, “That was me many years 
ago.”  The young woman gasped and said, “You were so 
beautiful!”, to which my aunt replied “Were?”  The young 
woman’s face turned the colour of Santa’s suit but soon the 
awkward moment passed as we all laughed about it.  Evolution is 
proven in all our family photo albums. 

In the last decade or so, more often we see obituary pictures as 
being those from when the deceased was in their prime or 
looked their best with youth and vitality, though of course they 
didn’t look like that at the time of their death.  Perhaps it comes 
from family members who want to present the deceased at what 
they might consider ‘their best’ while most people would actually 
remember them by the way they looked in more recent years.  
The modern world has had its sway over us in persuading us to 
think that youthful looks and beauty are more important than 
the soul which brings life to our bodies.  Yet our souls last forever 
and were created by God even before we were conceived for this 
is when God already knew us. 
 
Why is it that we put such a premium on looks that come and go 
in age and time? Why is beauty viewed as a thing to be 
capitalized on (or profaned) in the world but not dedicated to 
God?   The 1933 song, Keep Young and Beautiful’s lyrics read: 
“Keep young and beautiful – it’s your duty to be beautiful.  Keep 
young and beautiful, if you want to be loved.”  If you want to be 
loved – and we all have been made for this – why is the physical 
countenance of a person necessary?  We say that love is blind, 
but real, authentic love isn’t blind – it has 20/20 vision.  
Attraction is blind.  Recently I found an interesting statement 
which said; “We are not lonely because we are not loved.  We 
are lonely because we don’t love”.  This makes sense in that love 
that goes out toward others causes us to discover love within us. 
 Sometimes people are lonely in their marriages, in their 
relationships and in a crowd.  To love outwardly is to know love 
within.  We find it so tragic when the glamorous movie stars are 
depressed or unhappy when our thinking might suggest to us 
that they should be the happiest people alive for all their fame 
and notoriety.  And while people may clamour for their attention 
and marvel and even envy their lives, they are like all of us, 
wounded, scarred and perhaps even lonely.  The many beautiful 
women and handsome men of the screen who met untimely 
deaths are mourned for the loss they are to us who idolized 
them, but so often they are broken, desperate people. 
 
I’ve sometimes wondered how a person who was born blind, like 
the man in this Sunday’s Gospel, (Year A readings), would ‘see’ 
beauty.  Obviously never being able to see with ocular vision 
would render them unable to physically see the beautiful face of 
a child or that of a woman or man, yet there must be another 
way of seeing and detecting the beautiful in another’s tone of 
voice, touch or care of them.  I think of St. Mother Teresa in this 
way in that a blind person who was spoken to by Mother would 
detect great beauty in her voice, her expression of love and her 
care and kindness shown to others.  St. Thomas Acquinas said 
that “Beauty and the beautiful – these are one and the same in 
God”.  St. Augustine stated, “Beauty is indeed a good gift of God; 
but that the good may not think it a great good, God dispenses it 
even to the wicked”.  And yet, some of the most beautiful people 
I have ever met were deemed so by my judgment simply because 
they didn’t seem to know it.  It wasn’t conceited or haughty but 
humble and void of it within their minds.  This trait can in fact 
make someone all the more, beautiful.  (Fr. Charles) 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
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