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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

SPOT

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Tuesday 6:30  p.m. to Mass

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH

St. Mary’s Elementary School . . .705-445-6132

Our Lady of  the Bay Catholic

High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .705-445-2043

Notre Dame de la Huronie . . . . .705-444-1764

BAPTISMS: Please call the Parish Office.

Every Friday:

HOLY HOUR

7:30 a.m.

Exposition of  the

Blessed Sacrament

The Society of

St. Vincent de Paul

President:

Michael Quinn

Tel: 705-444-0999

ssvpcollingwood.ca

HOLY COMMUNION FOR SICK, SHUT-INS: Holy

Communion is brought regularly to sick and shut-ins. Please notify

the rectory.

MARRIAGES: Couples planning to get married must contact a

priest one year in advance for an appointment. They must also

receive personal preparation for entering marriage. Please do not

book the time and place of  your reception before your appointment

with the priest.

If  either party has gone through any form of  civil or religious

marriage with another person, the priest is not permitted to set a

date for the wedding until the Bishop’s Office has been consulted.

PARISH REGISTRATION: All parishioners should be registered.

Registration cards can be found in the Church foyer or at the parish

office. Would you kindly notify the office when you are moving out

of  the parish.

BULLETIN NOTICES must be received at the parish office by

Tuesday at noon. Announcements will appear for no more than

two weeks, and should contain only pertinent information. Please

be brief.

The Knights of  Columbus 3rd Degree

Grand Knight: Richard Mittermeier

email: gk5793@ontariokofc.ca

Collingwoodknightsofcolumbus.org

The Knights of  Columbus 4th Degree

Faithful Navigator: Domenic Sanfilippo

705-445 7615

63 Elgin Street

Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790

Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org

Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Fr. Charles Forget, Pastor

Jayne Williams,

Office Administrator

St. Mary's Cemetery

401 Raglan St

Business Office: 63 Elgin St

705-445-1790 Ext 2

Catholic Women's League

President: Carol Johns

email: info@collcwl.ca 

647-241-4699

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Affiliated with
Carruthers & Davidson

www.chattersonfuneralhome.com

404 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2M8

Tel 705-445-4700  Fax 705-444-4700

O/b 1728273 Ontario Inc.

Dealers for:
Load Lifter • Hangcha • Skyjack

Large inventory of new &
used forklifts

519-599-5238
Flesherton, ON

www.odonnell-lift.ca

www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated 

Creemore Chapel
182 Mill St.
705-466-2108

Collingwood Chapel
82 Pine St.

705-445-2651

Mary's Pharmacy
460 Hume Street, Unit 6

Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1W6
705-444-7997

Mary Noseworthy,
B.Sc.Phm.

Pharmacist/Owner

DQ Collingwood

316 Hurontario  705-445-4141

SPOT

J. Ferraro & Co Ltd.   Quality pays...everydayQuality pays...everyday

PAINTING • COATINGS • RESTORATIONS • SINCE 1972
705-445-8452

john@ferrarocommercialpainting.com
www.ferrarocommercialpainting.com

10 Keith Ave,
Suite 304

705-443-8188
www.drjenniely.com

Kim Dadswell, DD

72 Pine Street Collingwood
705-445-0011  www.dadswelldenture.com

Pray

The Rosary

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY BRENT AND RACHEL KELLY

285 First Street, Collingwood

River Bend Plaza, Wasaga Beach

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Free Home Evaluation

KAMINSKI & ASSOCIATES
R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

www.homesearchcentre.com

Paul Kaminski
Sales Representative

pkhomes4u@gmail.com

Dominika Kaminski
Sales Representative

212domini.ka@gmail.com

705-243-1711

647-712-3321
"FROM GEORGIAN BAY TO THE GTA"

iPro Realty Ltd. brokerage

855 3rd Ave. E.
519-371-1968

info@cpretirement.ca
www.cpretirement.ca

SPOT

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

YOUR BUSINESS!

Contact

Chef Terry for

your wedding or

Prepared Meals

705-994-5894

FINE JAPANESE CUISINE
188 First St • 705-293-1037

www.TheHungrySumo.com

Dine In | Take Out | Catering
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Please Pray for the Sick 

 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased 
 
 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns  
For the Intentions of 
St. Mary’s Parishioners 
Feb 16th to Feb 22nd 2025 
 
 

 
 

CONFIMATION REGISTRATION 

 
SUNDAY, March 2nd at 12:30 pm in the church 

OR 
WEDNESDAY, March 5th at 7:00 pm in the church 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 

The last day to sign up will be Sunday  Mar 
2nd , 

TIP TAP PAY FOR OFFERTORY 

and register
your payment card

ANNUAL ORDINANDI SPIRITUAL BOUQUET: 
promise to offer spiritual act(s) 

for a specific cause.

for 
those being ordained to the priesthood in 2025

 
Masses, Communions, Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, 
Eucharistic Adoration, Sacrifices, Visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, Stations of the Cross, and other forms of 
prayers
These offerings are not paid offerings to be 
completed over the course of the next year 
(2025).

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 23, 2025 
     
Last week, after I had been selected for jury duty, and while 
the trial I was on only took four days, I lost my day off and 
most of the remainder of the week.  And, it just so happened 
that we had bad weather with drifting and blowing snow 
which made for poor visibility with hazardous road conditions. 
 At times, when the drifts of snow along the roads were 
picked up by the gusting winds, I suddenly couldn’t see a thing 
in front of me and, slowing down to a crawl, I prayed that no 
one was headed toward me or in my lane.  Talk about white-
knuckle driving!  I took a picture while driving through one of 
the white-outs (see below) and you can well imagine how I 
couldn’t see a thing. 

No matter whether global 
warming has been renamed 
climate change, we haven’t seen 
a winter of cold and snow like 
this for quite a few years, and it 
reminds me of the snow-piled 
winters when I was a child and 
the drifts and the piles of 
shovelled snow were way over 

my head, (though admittedly I was somewhat shorter back 
then and everything was much bigger to me than now). 
This has been a hard winter and I can scarcely believe that I 
was swimming off the pier here in Collingwood on September 
29th last summer!  On that day the water was still fairly warm 
as was the air on that sunny day with its gentle breeze.  I 
remember that it was warm enough that I didn’t need a towel 
each time I came out of the water for the sun itself dried me 
off.  But December saw the snow start coming and looking 
back now it would almost seem that we haven’t had a 
reprieve since then.  Over the past few weeks, we have seen 
snow almost every day, and often quite a bit of it.  And while 
the ever-busy snow ploughs have seen little rest along with 
their drivers, and the many towns people who had the luxury 
of a snow blower or the curse of a small snow shovel, 
everyone has been digging out trying to stay ahead of the 
accumulation.  Our back parking lot behind the church has a 
mountain of snow and the contractors who plow it have no 
where else to put it except to pile it up.  As you approach 
various intersections in town, the snow is so high that it is 
wise to slowly enter these crossroads inching slowly lest 
someone come barreling along and hit you. 
In Job 38:22, among the many impossible questions God asks 
of Job, He says, “Have you entered the storehouses of 
the snow or seen the storehouses of the hail?”  I knew it.  
That’s where all the snow is coming from – a storehouse!  I 
wish they’d close it down, already! But seriously, snow in the 
scriptures (this image well described for those of us who see it 
every year), refers to what God wants to do in our souls, to 
make them white and clean.  And the beautiful image from 
Isaiah 1:18, where God says to us poor sinners, “Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 

they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  The one 
advantage of this winter over many others before is that the 
snow has stayed and with each new blanket of snow, it has 
remained so dazzling white.  Again, this is a beautiful 
metaphor for what scripture refers to as God’s cleansing us of 
our sins.  In Matthew 28:3, we hear of the angel of the Lord 
who comes down and rolls the stone away from the tomb 
Jesus had been laid in.  The Gospel writer’s description of the 
angel is such that, “His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow”.   It’s interesting to note that 
while the Holy Land, with its heat and more arid ground, 
rarely gets snow, yet is often enough used as a symbol for 
purity and the wondrous work of God’s grace in our life that 
restores, cleans and makes new – white as snow. 
Just after last weekend, we celebrated Canada’s Family Day 
on Monday.  The idea of this holiday long-weekend was partly 
initiated to give a bit of a break to the many who find this 
time of year, particularly February, depressing.  Often enough 
we are hemmed in on every side by gray skies, sloppy streets, 
short days and longer nights, accompanied by snow and cold 
temperatures, which many find to be depressing and dark. 
Nature can and does sometimes share our mood. We didn’t 
even get the break of a January thaw this year and ‘Wiarton 
Willie’ likely won’t be popping his head out until some time in 
June when the last of the winter snow finally disappears.  
Ugh. 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away  
 when He comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Enough for Him, whom cherubim,  
worship night and day, 
Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels fall before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 
(Christina Rossetti’s well-known poem, 1872)     FrC 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Eliza
Typewritten Text
1 - 1
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