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ST. MARY’S CHURCH

SPOT

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES

Tuesday 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:30 to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.

Tuesday 6:30  p.m. to Mass

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Monday: 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Tuesday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN THE PARISH

St. Mary’s Elementary School . . .705-445-6132

Our Lady of  the Bay Catholic

High School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .705-445-2043

Notre Dame de la Huronie . . . . .705-444-1764

BAPTISMS: Please call the Parish Office.

Every Friday:

HOLY HOUR

7:30 a.m.

Exposition of  the

Blessed Sacrament

The Society of

St. Vincent de Paul

President:

Michael Quinn

Tel: 705-444-0999

ssvpcollingwood.ca

HOLY COMMUNION FOR SICK, SHUT-INS: Holy

Communion is brought regularly to sick and shut-ins. Please notify

the rectory.

MARRIAGES: Couples planning to get married must contact a

priest one year in advance for an appointment. They must also

receive personal preparation for entering marriage. Please do not

book the time and place of  your reception before your appointment

with the priest.

If  either party has gone through any form of  civil or religious

marriage with another person, the priest is not permitted to set a

date for the wedding until the Bishop’s Office has been consulted.

PARISH REGISTRATION: All parishioners should be registered.

Registration cards can be found in the Church foyer or at the parish

office. Would you kindly notify the office when you are moving out

of  the parish.

BULLETIN NOTICES must be received at the parish office by

Tuesday at noon. Announcements will appear for no more than

two weeks, and should contain only pertinent information. Please

be brief.

The Knights of  Columbus 3rd Degree

Grand Knight: Richard Mittermeier

email: gk5793@ontariokofc.ca

Collingwoodknightsofcolumbus.org

The Knights of  Columbus 4th Degree

Faithful Navigator: Domenic Sanfilippo

705-445 7615

63 Elgin Street

Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790

Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org

Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Fr. Charles Forget, Pastor

Jayne Williams,

Office Administrator

St. Mary's Cemetery

401 Raglan St

Business Office: 63 Elgin St

705-445-1790 Ext 2

Catholic Women's League

President: Carol Johns

email: info@collcwl.ca 

647-241-4699

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Affiliated with
Carruthers & Davidson

www.chattersonfuneralhome.com

404 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2M8

Tel 705-445-4700  Fax 705-444-4700

O/b 1728273 Ontario Inc.

Dealers for:
Load Lifter • Hangcha • Skyjack

Large inventory of new &
used forklifts

519-599-5238
Flesherton, ON

www.odonnell-lift.ca

www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated 

Creemore Chapel
182 Mill St.
705-466-2108

Collingwood Chapel
82 Pine St.

705-445-2651

Mary's Pharmacy
460 Hume Street, Unit 6

Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1W6
705-444-7997

Mary Noseworthy,
B.Sc.Phm.

Pharmacist/Owner

DQ Collingwood

316 Hurontario  705-445-4141

SPOT

J. Ferraro & Co Ltd.   Quality pays...everydayQuality pays...everyday

PAINTING • COATINGS • RESTORATIONS • SINCE 1972
705-445-8452

john@ferrarocommercialpainting.com
www.ferrarocommercialpainting.com

10 Keith Ave,
Suite 304

705-443-8188
www.drjenniely.com

Kim Dadswell, DD

72 Pine Street Collingwood
705-445-0011  www.dadswelldenture.com

Pray

The Rosary

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY BRENT AND RACHEL KELLY

285 First Street, Collingwood

River Bend Plaza, Wasaga Beach

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

Free Home Evaluation

KAMINSKI & ASSOCIATES
R E A L  E S T A T E  G R O U P

www.homesearchcentre.com

Paul Kaminski
Sales Representative

pkhomes4u@gmail.com

Dominika Kaminski
Sales Representative

212domini.ka@gmail.com

705-243-1711

647-712-3321
"FROM GEORGIAN BAY TO THE GTA"

iPro Realty Ltd. brokerage

855 3rd Ave. E.
519-371-1968

info@cpretirement.ca
www.cpretirement.ca

SPOT

THE PERFECT TO ADVERTISESPOTSPOT

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 1-800-268-2637

YOUR BUSINESS!

Contact

Chef Terry for

your wedding or

Prepared Meals

705-994-5894

FINE JAPANESE CUISINE
188 First St • 705-293-1037

www.TheHungrySumo.com

Dine In | Take Out | Catering
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Please Pray for the Sick 

 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased 
 
 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp Burns  
For the Intentions of 
St. Mary’s Parishioners 
Feb 16th to Feb 22nd 2025 
 
 

 
 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 

The last day to sign up will be Sunday  Mar 
2nd , 

TIP TAP PAY FOR OFFERTORY 

and register
your payment card

ANNUAL ORDINANDI SPIRITUAL BOUQUET: 
promise to offer spiritual act(s) 

for a specific cause.

for 
those being ordained to the priesthood in 2025

 
Masses, Communions, Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, 
Eucharistic Adoration, Sacrifices, Visits to the Blessed 
Sacrament, Stations of the Cross, and other forms of 
prayers
These offerings are not paid offerings to be 
completed over the course of the next year 
(2025).

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 16, 2025 
     

Reflection on  
a The Slide Rule Called Life 

 

I was thinking a few weeks ago… but as I don’t do it very often, I 
can easily remember when I last did it. :-)   I was thinking about 
this earthly life in time being like a slide rule that is moving in the 
same direction at the same speed for everyone, but the question 
is, toward what?  We may each perceive the movement of time 
differently and either sense it going either too slowly or too 
quickly.  Yet it is that which is our horizon that makes the 
movement either happy or not. 

For the Christian, our horizon is the beyond of what can be seen 
with the eyes of the heart.  Heaven isn’t just a destination, it’s 
Home.  And in our love for Jesus which is to be ever-deepening 
through prayer, gratitude and trust, we experience a taste of 
home now.  The Sacred Host of Holy Communion with God is that 
taste as “the foretaste and the promise of heaven”. 

Whether we cooperate with the summons, the greatest 
invitation on earth, to come to heaven, refuse it or squander it, 
the momentum of time still carries us all forward equally and 
together on this continuum of precious time to choose our 
destination; smoking or non-smoking, so to speak.  We choose.  
Sometimes we humans have control problems either in trying to 
change or fix others or with a lack of our own self-control.  God, 
however, has made us free and does not control us.  He has 
given us freewill which is an incredible and powerful freedom, 
yet not only a freedom from sin, selfishness and self-serving but 
a freedom ‘for’ the good things He offers us and has placed 
before us in our lives.  This reminds me of the name of the 
government control of alcohol here in Ontario, the LCBO, Liquor 
Control Board of Ontario. ‘Control’ in relationship to how liquor is 
licensed and regulated and who can sell it is under government 
control.  And this reminds me of an anti drinking and driving TV 
ad of a couple decades ago which stated that “You are your own 
liquor control board”.  Is this not true, that we have been given 
such power in life with great freedoms to do as we choose, but 
with the ability to rationally discern and choose how we act, 
think and speak; the way we love or refuse to love or be loved; 
the way we live and how we live with God and all others?  And in 
the way we respond to the goodness and grace of God whose 
desire is that we would choose to live according to His slide rule 
which focuses always on our future being chosen by us today?  

Ah, the importance of today in the moving slide rule of this 
fleeting, quickly passing life. 

I recently saw a saying that rings true for me: “Fear doesn’t stop 
death.  Fear stops life!”  I admit that since I’ve officially become a 
senior, I’ve felt discomfort in the idea of this slide rule of life.  As 
it moves at the exact same rate for the baby, the teen, the young 
adult and the middle-aged and senior, some want to slow it 
down and others want to speed it up.  When we’re younger, we 
want time to pass quickly so that we can get… you name it – a 
driver’s license, a car, a job, a person to date, a wife, a husband, 
children and then the busier life gets the faster the time 
‘appears’ to pass by.  The older you get the more you have a 
desire to slow it down so that you can savour the life you have 
built and the accomplishments you’ve invested your life, time 
and money into.  Of course, wisdom known will tell us that all 
this ‘stuff’ of life’s investment in really nothing and will, one day, 
be left behind whether we like it or not.  I’d admit to the 
temptation of some measure of fear in this sense of getting older 
fast, all the while knowing that fear never comes from God.  In 
the past year I’ve lost much of the sense of needing anything 
save those things that are most important; a good, close friend 
and friends, many fellow travellers, and a faith lived with others 
who share the same journey.  The accumulation of the fruit of 
life’s pursuits loses its luster and eventually become unnecessary 
baggage to be dragged around like a dead weight.  God tells us 
365 times in the scriptures not to be afraid and never once says 
‘be afraid’.  And if God says it, you can depend on it with Jesus, I 
trust in you. 

Related to this fear of the slide rule of life is the now so widely 
accepted but horrible act of M.A.I.D., the deliberate, chosen 
decision to take one’s own life with the help of the medical 
profession under the guise of ‘health care’.  It’s only bad news no 
matter how you look at it, particularly serious when viewed from 
the point of Christ and the Church that teaches that our life is not 
our own to destroy, no matter the circumstances. For as Jesus 
said, “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot 
bear good fruit.” (Matt7:18) The taking of anyone’s life is always 
tragic and so sad and leaves those left behind in shock, 
tremendous grief and the great pain of loss and “if only…”.  Yet 
when the mind is dark in some way and has given up all hope 
that life will ever get better because of the great loneliness and 
darkness they are experiencing, even when surrounded with 
people, we feel so sad for their state that led to the taking of 
their life.  With MAID, however, it’s suicide with accompaniment 
and encouraging words – bad fruit. 

“Man is lonely by birth.  Man is only a pilgrim on earth.  Born to 
be king, is but a temporary thing; only a loan while on earth.”  
Don’t let fear stop your life for in the passing of time, God is with 
us.  Lord, Jesus, I trust in You.  (Fr. Charles) 
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