
Liturgical Publications    3171 LENWORTH DR.  #12  MISSISSAUGA, ON  L4X 2G6  1-800-268-2637

1 
- 

1

1 
- 

1

ST. MARY’S CHURCH

SPOT

SPOT

St. Mary’

Every Friday:

HOLY HOUR

7:30 a.m.

Exposition of  the

Blessed Sacrament

Collingwoodknightsofcolumbus.org

63 Elgin Street

Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790

Fax: 705-445-9659

Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org

Shop LOCAL • Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL • Enjoy LOCAL

SPOT

Affiliated with
Carruthers & Davidson

www.chattersonfuneralhome.com

404 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2M8

Tel 705-445-4700  Fax 705-444-4700  O/b 1728273 Ontario Inc.

Dealers for:
Load Lifter • Hangcha • Skyjack

Large inventory of new &
used forklifts

519-599-5238  Flesherton, ON
www.odonnell-lift.ca

www.fawcettfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned and Operated Family Owned and Operated 

Creemore Chapel
182 Mill St.
705-466-2108

Collingwood Chapel
82 Pine St.

705-445-2651

Ironside
Law Firm
James A. Ironside LL.B.

185 HUME STREET, 

COLLINGWOOD, ONTARIO

L9Y 1V8

1-705-443-8377 (T)

1-705-443-8980 (F)

IRONSIDE@IRONSIDELAW.CA

Toni Blanchard
M.Sc.A., SLP(C), Reg. CASLPO
Speech-Language Pathologist

391 First St, Suite 201-7

705.441.6691

tblanchard@collingwoodspeechtherapy.ca
 CollingwoodSpeechTherapy.ca

Mary's Pharmacy
460 Hume Street, Unit 6

Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1W6
705-444-7997

Mary Noseworthy,
B.Sc.Phm.

Pharmacist/Owner

FINE JAPANESE CUISINE
188 First St • 705-293-1037

www.TheHungrySumo.com

Dine In | Take Out | Catering

DQ Collingwood

316 Hurontario  705-445-4141

705-441-2025  myfriendbeth.ca

Shopping
Locally

Saves Gas

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
 1-800-268-2637

THE PERFECT
TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS!

SPOTSPOT

Call 1-800-268-2637 for this space

Remember...
Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.

J. Ferraro & Co Ltd.   Quality pays...everydayQuality pays...everyday

PAINTING • COATINGS • RESTORATIONS • SINCE 1972
705-445-8452

john@ferrarocommercialpainting.com
www.ferrarocommercialpainting.com

10 Keith Ave,
Suite 304

705-443-8188
www.drjenniely.com

Kim Dadswell, DD

72 Pine Street Collingwood
705-445-0011  www.dadswelldenture.com

SENIOR & SUPPORT SERVICES

Pray

The Rosary

What's on this month?  Find out!

705-445-2200
www.theatrecollingwood.ca

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

BY BRENT AND RACHEL KELLY

285 First Street, Collingwood

River Bend Plaza, Wasaga Beach

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
63 Elgin Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 3L6

Tel: 705-445-1790     Fax: 705-445-9659
Email: stmarysco@archtoronto.org     Web: stmarysco.archtoronto.org

Fr. Charles Forget, Pastor
Jayne Williams, Office Administrator



     
Of all the ways in which God could have saved the world, He did 
it in such a humble, quiet way.  Only the eyes of Joseph and Mary 
saw His birth though they knew Him already.  And only after 
some time, through the glorious apparition of angels to first 
Shepherds and then the Magi did others come to “see” the 
Messiah – the very Saviour of the world.  And yet, unlike you and 
me and all people graced to populate this plant earth, He came 
to it to die.  It was the reason for His coming. (Fr.C) 
 
Fulton Sheen wrote in the 60’s so profoundly of this connection 
in an essay entitled  

 
THE CRADLE AND THE CROSS 

“She gave birth to her first child, a son.  And as there was no 
place for them inside the inn, she wrapped him up and laid 
him in a manger.” (Lk. 2:7) 
“And when they came to the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him with the criminals.” (Lk. 23:33) 
“Is it easier to understand the love of the cross than the love 
of the cradle; the love that manifests itself in giving up life for 
another than the love which humbles itself in infancy that 
men might never boast of their greatness? 
He accepted the manger because there was no room in the 
inn; He accepted the cross because men said, “we will not 
have this Man reign over us.”  Disowned upon entering His 
own creation, He is rejected upon leaving it.  He was laid in a 
stranger’s stable at the beginning of life and a stranger’s grave 
at the end.  At His crib in Bethlehem, He was flanked by an ox 
and an ass, and on the cross of Calvary by two thieves.  
Swaddling clothes bound Him in His birthplace; swaddling 
clothes wrapped Him in His tomb. 
His life was lived not just from Bethlehem to Calvary, rather it 
began with Calvary.  The cross was there at the beginning.  It 
cast its shadow backward to His Birth.  We ordinary mortals 
go from the known to the unknown, submitting ourselves to 
forces beyond our control.  That is why the life of so many of 
us is a tragedy.  But He went from the known to the known, 
from the reason for His coming, namely to be Jesus, or 
Saviour, to the fulfillment of His coming, namely, the death on 
the Cross. 
Hence, these was no tragedy in His Life, for tragedy implies 
the unforeseeable, the uncontrollable, the fatalistic.  Modern 
life is tragic when there is spiritual darkness and 
unredeemable guilt.  For the Christ Child there were no 
uncontrollable forces; no submission to fatalistic change from 
which there could be no escape; but there was an ‘inscape’ - 
the microcosmic manger summarizing the macrocosmic cross 
on Calvary. 
For all the people who know themselves to be stables, 
inhabited by inner beasts, and who give Him welcome, there 
is a joy that makes them shout in their hearts - ‘Merry 
Christmas, Merry Christmas’.”  
(Bp. Fulton J. Sheen, Christmas Inspirations, Maco Books, 1966) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Monday Dec 25th CHRISTMAS DAY 
9:00am  Mass 
11:00am  Mass 
Tuesday Dec 26th No Mass    
Wednesday Dec 27th  
8:30am  +Rose Evelyn Wylie 
   Requested by Doety Lewis 
Thursday Dec 28th  
8:30am  +John Phillip Whittaker 
   Requested by Maureen Whittaker 
Friday Dec 29th  
7:30am  Holy Hour 
8:30am  +Anne Van Boxmeer 
   Requested by Patricia Van Boxmeer 
 
   Health Intentions Bart Grudzien 
   Requested by Mom 
Saturday Dec 30th  
3:30pm  Confessions 
4:30pm  +Nick Cudney 
   Requested by the Cudney Family 
 
Sunday Dec 31st  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & 

JOSEPH 
9:00am  Unannounced Mass 
11:00am  For the People 
 
4:30pm  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Monday Jan 1st SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY 

MOTHER OF GOD 
11:00am  Mass 
 

Please Pray for the Sick 
Dorothy Dynes, Margot Brandreth, Jean Ferguson, Fred 
Coulson, Hilary Joseph, Henry Niepalla, Teresa & Feliks 
Kosierb, Mary Little, Elizabeth Pavilsa. 
 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased 
 

Our Sanctuary Lamp Burns 
For the Parishioners of St. Mary’s 
From Dec 24th to Dec 30th 2023 
 

 

Regular Collection $3,650.00 (Inc PAG) 
ShareLife  $34,619.50 

Offertory Envelopes are available for pick up on the shelf 
between the church and the hall.  If you would like to start 
using envelopes, please call the parish office and I will get a 
box ready for you. 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2023 
     

ON THE CUSP OF CHRISTMAS 
“… And sadness flee away”.  This last line of one of the most well-
known Advent hymns speaks to a real need, no longer in lands 
far away among people our lives in comparison would look poor, 
but now in our own country of Canada.  When over 2-million 
Canadians turned to food banks last month and many Canadians 
have lost their homes with tent-cities popping up all across the 
country, including Collingwood, we can see that the pandemic, 
which started in March of 2020, has left so many people thinking 
that the life we had, for better or for worse before that time, will 
never be the same again.  Personally speaking, when I look back, 
I feel that I was living in a kind of bliss before Covid hit.  People 
became divided and many placed all their hope and trust, not in 
God so much as in medicines and government that would save us 
and protect us and always make the right decisions. 
 
Why speak of such things, you might ask, on the cusp of 
Christmas?  Why go back in time when we need to look and 
move forward to a new future?  Because the world is not getting 
better and better with each passing day.  Sure, technological 
advances in many fields increases in leaps and bounds and we 
are able to communicate in some pretty incredible ways as never 
before, but have we become a better world?  No, I don’t think so. 
  
 

 
 
My point, of course, is that just as we needed a Saviour and He 
was expected for thousands of years in promise, He came.  He 
arrived on the earth He made in a way no one suspected.  
Unseen, unheard, unloved and unwelcomed, He came right into  
our midst, born of a spotless Virgin and cared for along with His 
Mother by a holy and protective man chosen by God, named 
Joseph. Not in a place befitting of God-in-the-flesh was He born  
but, as Fulton Sheen said, “under the very floor of the earth”. 
It occurs to me at my writing now that there is a hesitancy in 
describing the birth of Jesus as ‘brought into the world’ since 
after all He made it and was, in fact, already here. I was thinking 
that since Jesus was already here on the earth His Mother was 
standing on, yet in her womb, that He came ‘into the world’ 
when He was born.  But that’s nonsense.  Was Jesus not in fact 
already here?  YES!  Did not He occupy, since conception, a 
growing space in His Mother’s womb and body and did not her 
feet stand on firm earth? Yes.  He was already 

here.  For nine months, not only because Mary was pregnant 
with Him as a baby in her womb, He was already here, as 
vulnerable and dependent as He was and She was.  Why on earth 
would we sophisticated and ‘scientific’ humans, (and sadly, 
devastatingly, even so many Catholics and world leaders who are 
supposed to be Catholics and adherents of all the Catholic 
Church believes) not consider a human baby in a human 
mother’s womb to be a human baby?  It confounds how we can 
be so smart and yet so intellectually and scientifically dishonest.  
Is there really a scientist or researcher or doctor who doesn’t 
believe that human life begins at the moment of conception?  As 
if a child passing through the birth canal of the mother and 
coming outside of her body somehow and magically bestows 
humanness on the child by the brilliance of man, is confounding 
in every way possible. 
 

 
 

God, who is outside of time, came into the thing called time, 
through a woman who herself was immaculately conceived in 
her mother’s womb, by God’s design and hand.  He didn’t come 
as a ‘they’ or a ‘them’ but as a man with the singular, personal 
pronoun reserved for only Him: GOD.  Thinking on this is truly 
astounding in its depth and beauty and truth and yet its 
simplicity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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