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M. Lot us give thanks to the Loud
(Mﬂ» We thank thee, Lord,
) For fields of grain
3{’ Gold and ripe from summer's rain,
) For hillsides bright
With scarlet trees
That rustle in the autumn breeze,
For friends so dear,
For those we love,

For all things sent
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

May is the month of Mary, the
Blessed Mother, and October is the
month of the Rosary. To hear the
preaching of many bishops, priests
and exorcists today, it hardly seems
an option to use this powerful tool
of prayer as they urge us to simply
pray the Rosary every day. It is
good that our Catholic school
children have been taught how to

pray the Rosary through the Rosary Apostolate that has been
teaching children how to pray with Our Lady, their Mother for
their needs and those of the world. If the Rosary is new to you,
get one and pray always. FrC

(Photo: Our Lady of Sorrows by Canadian Artist, Denise Mallett.)

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND AUTHORITY Part Ill

(This concludes the 3-part article on the authority of the Catholic
Church by convert to Catholicism Fr. Dwight Longenecker.)

It Is Visible . . .

As a Protestant, | was taught that the Church was invisible. That
is, it consisted of all people everywhere who believed in Jesus,
and that the true members of the Church were known to God
alone. This is true, but there is more to it than that. Invisibility
and visibility make up the fifth paired set of characteristics that
mark the truly authoritative church.

The Church is made up of all people everywhere who trust in
Christ. However, this characteristic alone is not satisfactory
because human beings locked in the visible plane of reality also
demand that the Church be visible. Even those who believe only
in the invisible church belong to a particular church which they
attend every Sunday. Those who believe only in the invisible
church must conclude that the church they go to doesn’t really
matter.

... and Invisible

The Catholic system of authority recognizes both the invisible
dimension of the Church and the visible. The Church is greater
than what we can observe, but the church we observe is also
greater than we think. The invisible Church subsists in the
Catholic Church, and while you may not be able to identify the
extent of the invisible Church, you can with certainty point to the
Catholic Church and say, "There is the Body of Christ."

A few small Protestant denominations claim that their visible
church is the true church, but their claims are ludicrous because
they have none of the other twelve traits of true authority.
Because it has all these traits, only the Catholic Church can claim
to be the living, historical embodiment of the Body of Christ on
earth.

It is Both Human and Divine

Finally, for the church to speak with authority it must be both
human and divine. An authority that speaks only with a divine
voice lacks the authenticity that comes with human experience.
So Islam and Mormonism, which are both based on a book
supposedly dictated by angels, are unsatisfactory because their
authority is supernaturally imposed on the human condition.

On the other hand, a religion that is purely a construct of the
human condition is merely a system of good works, religious
techniques, or good ideas. Christian Science or Unitarianism, for
example, is developed from human understandings and natural
goodness. As such, both lack a supernatural voice of authority.
The Judeo-Christian story, however, is both human and divine.
The voice of authority is always expressed through human
experience and human history. Divine inspiration in the Judeo-
Christian tradition is God’s word spoken through human words.
This incarnated form of authority finds its fulfillment in Jesus
Christ, who hands on his totally incarnated authority to Peter and
his successors.

Built upon the Rock

Some Churches may exercise some of the twelve traits, but only
the Catholic Church is able to field all twelve as a foundation for
decision-making. When the Catholic Church pronounces on any
difficult question, the response is historical, but up to date. It is
based on objective principles but applies to specific needs. The
Church’s authority transcends space and time, but it is relevant
to a particular place and time. The response will be intellectually
profound, but expressed in a way that is simple enough for
anyone to apply. Finally, it will express truths that are embedded
in the human experience, but spring from divine inspiration.

This authority works infallibly through the active ministry of the
whole Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that it is
Christ who is infallible, and he grants a measure of his infallibility
to his body, the Church. That infallibility is worked out through
these twelve traits, but it is expressed most majestically and fully
through Christ’s minister of infallibility: one person—the Rock on
which the Church is built, Peter and his successors.”

Personal Note: As a Catholic and a priest | know that the
authority found in the Catholic Church is a solid rock of assurance
that our faith, founded by Christ, is strong and unchanging. It is
directly linked to the teaching office of the pope who is directly
linked to every pope before him all the way back to the Divine
Saviour Himself. Without this authority we’d be just another
self-appointed, self-styled church making up our minds on what
“we” will all believe based on a consensus and not on the truth.
History has shown, however, that this does not work and quickly
devolves into splintering, division and separation one from
another. If there is one truth with one authority, how come
there are 40,000 different Christian denominations? The truth of
Christ is immoveable and therefore needs to be grounded and
rooted in that which Christ has established, his Church, built on
the Apostles and sustained by the power, movement and
promptings of the Holy Spirit. For the one truth that is Christ
there can only be one authority and not many.

The Church already knows what she is going to say in every age
and situation of the human agenda that is thrust upon the world
because her teaching is already within her and is applied to every
situation. The truth is not “out there” but within the heart of the
teaching authority of the Church and the Spirit which guides her.

The need for authority is not only universal but personal.

As Colin Urquhart said,

“If you accept the authority of Jesus in your life,

then you accept the authority of his words.”  (Fr. Charles)
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OCTOBER 8, 2023

SCHEDULE

& INTENTIONS

Tuesday Oct 10t
7:00pm +Ken Matthews
Requested by Clare & Gene Bisogno
Wednesday Oct 11t
8:30am Unannounced Mass

Unannounced Mass
Thursday Oct 12t

8:30am Unannounced Mass
Friday Oct 13t

7:30pm Holy Hour

8:30am +Jean Doherty

Requested by Libby Doherty

Unannounced Mass
Saturday Oct 14t
3:30pm Confessions
4:30pm +Paul Gerynowicz
Requested by the Family
Sunday Oct 15
9:00am For the People
11:00am +Dick Grimm
Requested by Yvonne Grimm

Please Pray for the Sick

Chelsea Cando, Dorothy Dynes, Margot Brandreth, Ken Buchan,
Jean Ferguson, Fred Coulson, Gwen Collard, Hilary Joseph, Henry
Niepalla, Margaret Carter, Selina Blais Hicks, Teresa & Feliks
Kosierb.

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased

Tom Wensley

MISSIONARY MONTH - OCTOBER 2023

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: OCTOBER 22

Theme: “Hearts of Fire, Feet on the Move”
(CF. LK. 24:13-35)

This year, Pope Francis gave a series of catechesis on an
urgent and decisive theme for Christian life: the passion for
evangelization, in other words the apostolic zeal. It is a vital
dimension for the Church: the community of Jesus’s disciples
was in fact born apostolic, born missionary. Without
apostolic zeal, faith withers. Mission, on the other hand, is
the oxygen of Christian life: it invigorates ad purifies it.
During missionary Month, let us embark, then on a process
of rediscovering the evangelizing passion, starting wit the
scriptures and the Church’s teaching, to draw the apostolic
seal from tis sources. Then let us get closer to some
witnesses who have rekindled the passion for the Gospel
within the fire that the Holy Spirit want to keep burning
within us

Sunday, October 8, 2023

“The kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people that will produce its fruit.” (Mt 21:43)

Today the metaphor describes a cultivated vineyard that
must be tended and protected. In order that its life force be
put to the best possible advantage, it needs to be watered
and pruned and protected from whatever might hamper its
growth. What is also necessary is protection from predators
and from those who might rob the owner of its produce. The
Gospel suggest that while the vines themselves might be
hardy, they are also vulnerable. So is the reign of God. It must
be tended and protected from what might endanger it so
that it can produce abundant and delectable fruit. The image
of the vineyard is a valuable one. It offers us a valuable
confidence, a real freedom from anxiety. But let us
remember that in this image we are not only the vine, we are
the caretakers as well.

Our Sanctuary Lamp Burns in Memory
Of Antonio Amaral from
October 1%t to October 28" 2023

Regular Collection $5062.00 (inc PAG)
Indigenous Healing &

Reconciliation S 945.00
SharelLife $31,251.50

Church Bulletin Advertising

Liturgical Publications will setting up the advertisements for
our church bulletin. The advertising will begin in December
2023 and supports the bulletin service. Please support the
bulletin and advertise your product or service. Call Liturgical
Publications at 1 800 268 2637

PLEASE NOTE THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY OCTOBER 9™, 2023
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